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Abstract

Objective: The present study aimed to investigate the indirect effects of childhood
maltreatment and sensory processing sensitivity with vulnerability to addiction
through the role of rejection sensitivity in adolescents. Method: This study employed
a descriptive-correlational design using structural equation modeling (SEM). The
statistical population consisted of all 4667 secondary school students in Osku county
during the 2023-2024 academic year. A sample of 465 students was selected through
multi-stage cluster sampling. Participants completed the childhood trauma
questionnaire, the highly sensitive person scale, the rejection sensitivity
questionnaire, and the identification of people at risk for addiction scale. Data were
analyzed using Pearson correlation and SEM. Results: The proposed model
demonstrated a favorable fit. Childhood maltreatment and sensory processing
sensitivity had significant direct effects on addiction vulnerability. Furthermore,
childhood maltreatment and sensory processing sensitivity exerted significant
indirect effects on addiction vulnerability through the mediating role of rejection
sensitivity. Conclusion: The interplay between childhood maltreatment, sensory
processing sensitivity, and rejection sensitivity significantly contributes to
vulnerability to addiction in adolescents. These findings provide a valuable
framework for designing addiction prevention programs tailored for adolescents and
young adults.
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