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Comparison of Emotion Recognition and Mind Reading Abilities in Opium 
Abusers and Healthy Matched Individuals 
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Abstract  
Introduction:  The purpose of this study is to compare the emotion recognition and 
mind reading in opium abusers and healthy individuals. Method: In this causative-
comparative study, with a non probability sampling method, 30 opium abusers 
compared with 30 healthy individuals that were matched in sex and education. 
Neurocognitive tests of reading mind from eyes and emotion recognition from face 
were used for evaluation. Independent T-Test was used for analysis. Findings: The 
results showed that opium abusers had significantly lower abilities in mind reading 
than healthy matched individuals. Also opium abusers had significantly lower 
performance in recognition of emotional experience of happy, sad and angry faces. 
Conclusion: Based on weak performance of mind reading and emotion recognition 
in addicts, it is advised that social cognition evaluation considered in drug abusers 
evaluation. Future interventional study could propose social cognition rehabilitation 
programs for addicts. 
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